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unto the perpetual seat of our ancestors, for we shall there
have rest from these intolerable cares and grievances which
we endure under the subjection of the unthankful. Go ye
before, I will presently follow you/ Having so spoken, he
held out whole handfuls of those leaves which take away life, 5
prepared for the purpose, and giving every one part thereof,
being kindled to suck up the fume; who obeyed his command,
the king and his chief kinsmen reserving the last place for
themselves."
We speak of the crime of suicide, but few persons will see 10
a crime in this sad and stately leave-taking of a life which
it was no longer possible to bear with unbroken hearts.    We
do not envy the Indian who, with Spaniards before him as an
evidence of the fruits which their creed brought forth, deliber-
ately exchanged for it the old religion of his country, which 15
could sustain him in an action of such melancholy grandeur.
The slave-owners finding their slaves escaping thus un-
prosperously out of their grasp, set themselves to find a
remedy for so desperate a disease, and were swift to avail
themselves of any weakness, mental or bodily, through which 20
to retain them in life. One of these proprietors being in-
formed that a number of his people intended to kill themselves
on a certain day, at a particular spot, and knowing by ex-
perience that they were too likely to do it, presented himself
there at the time which had been fixed upon, and telling the 25
Indians when they arrived that he knew their intention, and
that it was vain for them to attempt to keep anything a secret
from him, he ended with saying, that he had come there to
kill himself with them; that as he had used them ill in this
world, he might use them worse in the next; " with which 30
he did dissuade them presently from their purpose ". With
what efficacy such believers in the immortality of the soul
were likely to recommend either their faith or their God;
rather, how terribly all the devotion and all the earnestness
with which the poor priests who followed in the wake of the 35